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PREFACE. 


To the pious Moraxks IN ISRAEL (a), and to the 
virtuous DAUGHTERS OF ZION (6). 


HoNOURABLE WOMEN (c), 


n following ſheets of poetry and proſe were 

1 written by a daughter of mine in the faith, 
whom our Sovereign Loxp was pleaſed to 
bring to the knowledge of the truth under my 
miniſtry about eight years ago. When I firſt 
knew her ſhe was a perſon of conſiderable pro- 
perty, and carried her head very loftily; but the 
chaſtening rod of Gop has humbled her pride, 


and the frowns of Providence have ſcattered every 


farthing of her independency, and brought her 
to depend wholly on that promiſe that contains 


the bleſſings of this life, and of that which is to 
come. 


* 


The manuſcripts were ſent ſome time ago to 
me for my private peruſal, with a charge that 


(a) 2 Sam. xx. 19. (6) Song iii. 11. (e) AQs XVII, 12. 
As  * ũ on 


EM 


they ſhould not be ſeen by any other; but as Gop 
approves of the uſe of honeſt means, as well as 
a dependence on his bounty, I thought the pub- 
lication of them might contribute to her preſent 
relief, as her huſband is out of employ, and ſhe 
is at this time pregnant and pennyleſs. 


As it is a female performance I thought it moſt 
proper to dedicate it to godly women ; and as the 
Authoreſs is a daughter of Iſrael, who ſo proper 
to patroniſe it as the gracious fraternity of her 
own ſex? knowing that if it meets with your 
approbation and patronage, none of the ſtronger 
gender will ever preſume to interfere. To your 
protection, reverend matrons, and pious daugh- 
ters, I commit both the pre and ver/e of this — 
what ſhall I call her? why a PRoPHETEss, and 
MisTREss oF ARTS. You are to fit in judg- 
ment upon it as critical revieweſſers; and to your 
various, fluctuating, and fallible judgments, it 
muſt ſubmit. The firſt piece is written in verſe; 
the ſecond is a comment on ſome obſcure paſſages 
in the ceremonial law, which lis in proſe. 


If I might be allowed to give my judgment of 
the matter, I think it is a compoſition of the 
following ingredients: There is ſome choice divi- 


nity in ii ſome. /weet experience—lome very 184711 
raptures 


(-F_} 

raptures—a pure /ove to Cbriſt and a determina- 
tion to make him all in all; there is ſome goſpel 
fimplicity—ſome evangelical ſentiments,” and a de- 
fire to bring the ſcriptures down to an heart-felt 
experience, to which ſhe is no ſtranger; there is 
a little zeal, a little humour, a little female wit, and 
enough of female weakneſs to inform every reader 
that it is the production of a woman. 


If any ſhould deſire to ſee the perſon, ber pre- 
ſent place of reſidence may be known by her own 


letter which follows mine. That you - may per- 
uſe it to your edification, ſatisfaction, and com- 


fort, is the deſire and prayer of, 
VENERABLE MATRONS, 
Your dutiful fon, 
and, 
VIX Tr vous DAVvoRTERRS OF Zion, 


Your affectionate brother, 


WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, 


Wincheſter Row, 
May l7, 1787. 


p 1 


LETTER to the AuTnorzss. 


Dear Mapan, 


1 RECEIVED yours, which I ſuppoſe was writ- 

ten from the country of Moab, as the pleaſing 
name of Naomi is laid aſide, and that of Mara 
adapted. It appears to me that Gov intends to make 
thee and me experimentally acquainted with his ſove- 
reignty. He has taken away all thy independency, and 
brought thee into this extreme poverty, that he may 
diſplay the myſteries of his providence, and likewiſe 
give thee an opportunity of trying thy intereſt with 
him, and the ſtrength of thy faith. Thou haſt read 
of my trials, and of the Lorp's kind dealings with 
me; and it appears as if thou muſt tread in the foot- 
ſteps of thy poor father. I know it 1s hard to fleſh 
and blood, and thy preſent ſituation is ſingularly de- 
plorable; — no money —hoſband no employ—preg- 
nant—and deſtitute of every neceſſary; all theſe 
things, faith unbelief, are againſt thee. But thou art 
not in a worſe caſe than the Virgin Mary was ;—for 
if thou haſt a place and every neceſſary yet to ſeek, fo 
had ſhe ; there was no room for her in the inn —ſhe was 
obliged to put up with a fable; the manger was the 
cradle, and ſwadaling clothes muſt ſerve inſtead of a 
complete ſet of childbed linen ; there were no fortune-tel- 
lers to ftick the pincuſhion, nor do we read of any Ladies 
of quality attending the groaning; Gop had put down 


the mighty from their ſeats, and exalted one of low degree; 
but 


( vii ) 
but if carnal reaſon had been judge in this matrer, 
ſhe would have ſaid © Poor exaltation this!” But we 
know the dignity of the ſaints centers in their Gop 3 
and their honour and comfort conſiſts in a ſaving 
knowledge of him, and of the bleſſings that he has 
_ conferred on them. 


But you ſee Providence interfered wonderfully in 
Mary's behalf; for though the Jews lodged the Loxp 
of life in the manger, yet the wiſe men of the eaſt 
adored and worſhipped him; and no wonder, when he 
was to be the light of the Gentiles, and the ſalvation of 
the ends of the earth. I believe poor Mary was almoſt, 
if not altogether, as poor at that time as thou art 
now, but Gop ſent her a ſupply by the wiſe men— 
they offered gold, frankincenſe, and myrrh, and that ſerved 
to defray the expences of Joſeph and Mary into 
Egypt, and to keep them there until Herod had filled 
up his meaſure of iniquity by the deſtruction of Ra- 
chel's infant progeny, for which cruel ſlaughter ſhe is 
repreſented as weeping, and refuſing to be comforted; and 
no wonder, when ſhe, who had her anxiety for children 
ſo long croſſed with barrenneſs, ſhould have ſuch a 
deſtruction come on the very fruit that ſhe had begged 
of Gop; juſt as if the bleſſings that Gop gives to 
faith are to be nothing but ſport for the children of 
the devil. But Gop tells her to refrain ber voice ſrom 
weeping, and ber eyes from tears, for her work [of bring- 
ing forth, nurſing, and ſwaddling] fbor'd be rewarded ; 
that her children ſhould come again from the land of the 
enemy; for there was hope in ber end that her children ſhould 
come again lo their own border. If Rachel is repreſented as 

| A 4 weeping 


bt 


(vii ) 
weeping at the ſlaughter of her little ones, ſurely ſhe 
muſt rejoice much more to ſee two thouſand grand- 


children (from the ſon 15 her ſorrow) arrive in heaven 
at once. 


Give not way to unbelief; I tell Ws in the name 
of the Loxo, that he will provide for thee. He has 
promiſed to bring to the birth, and to give ſtrength to 
bring forth; he has done this for thee already in a 
ſpiritual birth, and, as the Gop of providence, he 
will do the ſame in a natural one, for no good thing 
will be withbold from them that walk uprightly, 


I have had a thought of printing thoſe little mand. 


I ſcripts that you ſent me, as I think they might contri- 


bute a little to your preſent relief. But the poetry 
wants a little mending ; I have therefore incloſed the 
Poem on the precious ſtones of Aaron's breaſt-plate, and 
deſire you to correct it. I ſee no cauſe why 
it ſhould be aſhamed to ſhew 1ts head before any fe- 
male performereſs or performance that I have ſeen 
in my days. The experience and judgment that Gop 
has given you, and the ſweet communion and fellow- 
ſhip that he has indulged you with, has brought your 
ſoul nearer the eguinoctial of the Sun of Righteouſneſs by 
many degrees than any that I have read of, except 
thoſe in the Bible. Some indeed of our female writers 
have given us a few more human flouriſhes and empty 
expreſſions than you have done, which ſerve to obſcure 
the ſoul-barrenneſs of the author from the eye of the 
reader. Sound divinity, flowing from the experience 
and enjoyment of it, e it runs in rugged verſe, is 

better 


( wy? ua 
better than all the human flouriſhes and tinkling 


ſounds that are ſent into the world by moon-blind 
ſouls, who never got one degree from the frigid zone. 


I expect that you will ſignify your pleaſure in your 
next; and let it not be dated from the country of 
Moab ; for the Loxp ſhall recompenſe thy work, and a 
full reward ſhall be given thee of the Lox D Gop of Hrael, 
under whoſe wings thou ar! come io truſt. Thou haſt got 
CHR1sT in hand, and Heaven in hope, and both ſe- 
cured by an inviolable oath, and an immutable pro- 
miſe; and depend upon it that heaven and earth ſhall 
eng in a ſhadow before one jot or tittle of truth ſhall - 
move from the.eternal mind, or fail an heir of pro- 
miſe. The Lorp forbid that I ſhould fin againſt 
God in ceaſing to pray for you; you have an intereſt 
in my poor petition, and in my beſt wiſhes. And in 
the bonds of the goſpel I remain, 


Daa Mapan, 
Your affectionate father in CRalsr, 


And willing ſervant for his ſake, 


WW. HUNTINGTON. 


Wincheſter Row, 
May 10, 1787. 
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To Mr. HUN TINCG TON. 


Dax Sin, 
I HAVE not a poetic line at my command ; which 

plainly proves that the ALmicaTy does not intend 
me for a writer, but to keep me at the old feminine 
employment—namely, that of making little coats, 
bringing forth children in my old age, and managing 
the houſe well; and my wicked heart doth often ex- 
claim, Oh, why hath he done ſo? though my tongue 
dare not utter it; well knowing that he gives no ac- 
count of his matters till we are able to bear it, My 
ſoul's deſire is to live in the viſions of Gop ;—to be 
freed from ſo many maternal cares;—to give the 
children to nurſes, as ſome of our godly mothers have 
done before me, and to write about loving-kindneſs 
and tender mercy all the day long. But ſubmiſſion 
becomes me better; and like my poor ſiſter Hannah, 
I muſt quit the pen, and keep to my needle. 


You muſt excuſe me, my dear Sir, if I differ with 
you in opinion; as [I think all that I have hitherto 
written is too trifling to be expoſed to public view; 
for I have goſpel modeſty enough to confeſs that I 
ſee nothing excellent in it, except e /pirit in which 
it was written; nor did J ever intend the peruſal of it 
ſhould be given to any eye but yours—which has 
often ſeen my weakneſs, and (through grace) been 
blind to it. This partiality I can excuſe, and have 
no objection to a little more of it; as 'tis this gentle 

dealing 


0 


. 


dealing which my ſoul is ſo fond of, and by which 
the Lord has led us to our preſent greatneſs; to 
whoſe everlaſting honour be it ſpoken, we have never 
found any ſo blind, nor any ſo perfect as the Holy 
One of Iſrael. There is a ſaying of Solomon's that 
ſuits my feelings and the preſent ſubject exactly, and 
therefore I ſhall quote it.— After he had taken an 
humble ſurvey of that wiſdom with which he was 
ſo peculiarly bleſſed, he gives the honour to the Logp 
that gave it (no doubt), but ſays, bat can the man 
do that cometh after the King? My meaning for quoting 
the paſſage is,—grace has made. you a king, and Gop 
has crowned you with knowledge in divine things in 
a wonderful manner; therefore my opinion is, that 
the man or woman who ſhall write divinity in our 
days will never be made half ſo uſeful; and my de- 
fire is, that you would wrap my feeble talent (for 
writing) up in a napkin, and let it lay ſtill in ob- 
ſcurity. The Loxp bleſs thee! and ſtill embrace 
with loving-kindneſs thy ſoul that has ſo often been a 
bleſſing to mine. ; 


You ſeem to be pleaſed with the effuſions of my 
heart, poor as they are, and therefore I have lent you 
a little book in which is a bit of my proſe; and if you 
like the production, let me have the book when you 
have read it; but if you like it not, you may keep 
it, and ferve it as you have ſerved all the reſt of the 
filly authors and authoreſſes—that is, burn it. 


How glad ſhould I be of a line now and then from 
my dear Mr, H. to ſtrengthen my hands in Gop; 
| | and 


xii) 


and I have a right to expect it, ſeeing there is a 
command to ſtrengthen the feeble minded. You may 
ſend them to No. 24, Union-ſtreet, Middleſex Hoſpital, 
for a little while; but where I ſhall be toſſed to next 
the Lozxp only knoweth, for my heart can deviſe no 
way at preſent, nor can I direct my ſteps; but daily 
pine, in thought, for that holy region where the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where the weary 


are at reſt, 


1 


. 


P 0; > M 


ON THE 


Benefits of Durable Clothing ; 


o R, 


The Spiritual Signification of the TweLve JeweLs that 


bear the Names of Iſrael's Sons, in the Breaſt-plate 
of Aaron the High Prieſt. 


I have uſed Similitudes. Heſea xii. 10. 
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Can a maid forget her ornaments? or a bride 
attire? 3 


I. 


Gov has choſen a few, for the ſake of his fame, 

And to theſe has unfolded the thoughts of his heart; 
Then refers to their choice his moſt excellent name, 
But ſwears by himſelf they ſhall never depart. | 


II. 


3 Their choice is ordained to wait on him ſtill, 
4 For with gentle compulſion they cannot but love 
i His almighty ſpirit has bowed their will, 
And the titles beſtowed are © Faireſt,” and Dove.“ 


III. 


Such are willingly forced his preſence to ſeek, 
And they emulate Mary, that ſweet penitent; 
They chuſe the good part, even Jesvs the meek, 
And lay up the treaſures that heaven has ſent. 


8 
- 4 3 
* 


IV. 


The perſon of Aaron prefigures our Prieſt, 
The ſanctified robes his immaculate walk; 
The fair-colour'd ſtones what is hid in his breaſt, 
And the tinkling bells his more innocent talk, 


139 s 


Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jeruſalem, the 
Holy City.—Put ye on the Lox p IEsus. 


SARDIUS. 
| V. 
THE SaRpius in colour is ſanguine (or blood) (a), 
And ſhews us that Jesus himſelf is the % (b); 
Without fire or mother, by few underſtood, 
But an oath to the truth puts an end to all ſtrife, 


| VI. 
This Object deſired is ruddy and fair, 
The red of the roſe doth his ſaving-health ſnew; 
His paleneſs in death proves his love to be rare, 
And ſweetly proclaims him no fairer than true. 


VII. 
When his name's fully known and the heart is his prize, 
The ſoul's former features he'll partly efface; 


Acknowledge the power of one of thine eyes, 
And from that bliſsful moment be health to thy face. 
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(6) Levit, xvii. 17. 


(a) Exod. xxviti. 17 — 20. 


VIII. 


( 17 ) 
VIII. 


The erlt born of Jacob, and firſt of his might, 
Was grav'd on this ſtone by the order of Gob; 
Unſtable was Reuben—unworthy birthright, 
But all the unſtable ſhall ſmart by the rod. 


IX, 


Was Reuben a ſtumbling-block to the reſt 

That ſtood in the warfare? ſo Deborah ſaith ; 

With abundance of grace ſure he never was bleſs d, 
But if faith be diminutive, till it is faith, 


; | þ 4 
Let Reuben, ſaith Moſes, be bleſſed indeed! 
Let him live, and not die, for the promiſe is ſure (a) 
Let his men be abundant, and ſee who's decreed 


In futurity every curſe to endure, 
—ä — — 


Many waters cannot quench love, — Put on Charity. 


TOPA Z, 


XI. 
WE ſee in the Top AZ, that's bright as the flame, 
The unquenchable love that was ſtronger than death; 
Irreſiſtible fire the Father's new name, 
The Spirit of CnhRIST the refiner's own breath. 


(a) Deut. xxxiii. 6. 
r XII. 


—ͤ—ü—ũ —öũt — — - 


TE 
XII. 
In the womb i it had bow in the manger | it warm'd ; 
It charm'd in the child, and the wiſe men it diew z 


In his youth; it u pheld—in the temple alarm'd— 
Purified where it boſom'd; but center'd in few. 


XIII. 


It endur'd i in the foes and ſuffer'd extreme, 
Unimpair' d by reproach, and indignant of loſs; 
Aſtoniſh'd his ſaints, they appear'd like a dream, 
When it ſhone in the garden, and blaz'd on the croſs. 


8 * 
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In Moſes's bleſſing this tribe 1s unbleſs'd, 4 
And expung'd in the record—he mentions it not. 1 


Was the ſentence of Jacob in anger expreſs' d (a), 
That ſilence muſt cover his name with a blot? 


XVI. 
Love follows the offspring, and ſanCtifies ſome ; 1 
For John has declar'd his twelve thouſands are ſeal'd; 


The foul of the fire is often unknown, 
While the ſon in the covenants ſweetly conceal'd, 


(a) Geneſis xlix, 7» 
And 


cw) 


And burning coals went forth at his feet, —Be ye 
angry and fn not. 1 


CARBUNCLE. 


XVII. 


THE fiery Ca R BZUx CIE ſhews God is ſevere, 

And his fatherly rods claim the honour that's due; 
His all- righteous anger the ſaint muſt revere, { FF 
When it falls on the head of th' incredulous crew. 


XVIII. 


In the ſoul he converts how reſtricted it burns 

Or the ſpirit would fail which his power has made; 
How dreadful its ſtrength when his back he once turns, 
And the ſentence © Depart,” makes the ſinner afraid, 


XIX. 
Should a ſaint ever boſom this terrible ſtone (a)? 
How can meekneſs comport with invincible hate? 
If the friends of the world ſhall to God be unknown, 
They can't walk together—the path is too ſtreight. 


XX. 


Shall the portion of Levi be nothing but wrath ? 
Shall he never feel Gop but inflexibly juſt ? 
Muſt his ſecret iniquities all be brought forth? 
And his ſoul find no AN in which'ir ny truſt ? 


(a) Exodus xxxii. x6. 12 29. 
B 2 XXI. 


( 20) 
AI. 
No, far be't from him, give him bleſſings in ſtore; 
Lox, favour the work of his love and his faith; 
Accept of the Thummim and Urim he wore, 
. Give him light, and perfection, and life from thy 
breath. 


XXII. 


And what now has anger to do with this child, 

For he's bleſs'd and renewed for ever by grace; 

Let him ſmite through the foe who his ſpirit beguil'd (a), 
And eternally flaſh in that enemy's face. 


Walk in truth, 


Buy the truth. 


EMERALD. 


XXIII. 
IN the verdurous tint of the EMERAL D ſtone, 
The truth of the Lord is conſpicuouſly ſeen; 
And this was reveal'd to the high prieſt alone, 
When the dry ſtick of Aaron appeared ſo green. 


XXIV, 
God's free gift to Adam was ev'ry green thing, 
For food, or for med*cine, the life to ſuſtain ; 
And the ſtate of that ſoul is perpetual ſpring, 
Who lives on the word, and yet hungers again. 


2 (a) Deut. xxxiii, 8—11, 


XXV. 


(21 ) 
A 
Incorruptible gifts, from the fair Tree of Life, 
Are truths in the heart, and kept moiſt with his 
dew; . 
Fulfilment to mortals alone ends the ſtrife, 
They muſt ſee them mature, ere they ſay God is true. 


XXVI. 


T was this precious jewel that bare the fourth ſon, 

And this colt to the Vine by election was bound (a); 
But when loos'd from infirmity he has begun | 
To reliſh true pleaſure green paſtures are found (5). 


XXVII. 
Lonb hearken to Judah, ſays Moſes, he's thine, 
Let his voice be regarded, and hands be made ſtrong ; 
Let him hold faſt the truth, at the croſs ne'er repine, 
Let life and ſalvation be always his ſong. 


XXVIII. 


His teeth are made white; his affections are pure; 
For his food is not folly but truth often try'd; 
His gliſtening eye does not ſhine to allure, 

But is cheerful with pleaſure, for Jesvs has dy'd. 


(a) Gen, xlix. 8—12. 
(6) Job xxxix. 5. 8, Pſalm xxiii. 2. 


B 3 


(\ 22 ) 


Put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of 
SP blue (a). 


SAPPHIRE. 
XXIX. 
IN the blue-colour'd SappHIRR how ſweetly are ſeen 
The ſhoes of a ſaint (5), and the pavement of Gop (c); 


For if ſtormy winds ſhould blow ever ſo keen, 
He may walk in tranquillity under the rod. 


XXX. 
If the heavens terreſtrial are vexed with ſtorms, 
Then the firmament's hid till the tempeſt doth ceaſe ; 
If CxrsT's lovely brow his reſentment performs, 
Pray what has a ſoul then to do with his peace ? 


XXXI. 


The intrinſical worth of this glittering gem 
Shall never be ſcann'd by the faithfulleſt ſoul; 
For poſſeſſion below is no more than the hem 

Of his garment, whole delicate ſelf is the whole. 


XXXII. 


Let Zebulon preach, for his ſpirit is bleſs'd, 
He has heaven abridg'd, or an earneſt beſtow'd; 


The Ox Dx of ſaintſhip is worn on his breaſt, 
And he's bid to rejoice when he leaves his abode (d). 


(a) Numb. xv. 38. Pſalm cxlvii. 14. (6) Eph. vi. 15. 
(c) Exod. xxiv, 10, (4) Deut. xxxiii. 18, 


XXXIII. 


XXXIII. 


You may ſafely enquire the law at his mouth, 
For peace is his property, Jzsvs his theme; 
And when he's refreſhed by gales from the ſouth, 
The veſſels of honour may profit by him. | 


XXXIV. 
He's an haven (a) for ſhips in a haven ſecure, 
The haven deſired, where thouſands would reſt, 
Who poſſeſs much in hope, but have much to endure, 
Before true felicity can be poſſeſs'd. 


— Eur 


Upon His fore- front did he put the golden plate, the 
holy crown (9). 


DIAMOND. 


XXXV, 


THE whiteneſs, the clearneſs, and trembling rays, 
That glance from the Dia Mop, plainly doth ſhew 
That 'tis Beauty of Holineſs. Seraphims praiſe, 

And the object we worſhip is Holineſs too. 


XXXVI. 
Let the 3 of God (c) be thy terrible dreſs (d), 
I have choſe it, ſaith David, my ſoul to adorn (e); 
And tho! it ſhines faint, and will ſcarcely expreſs 
My character here I'm the fooliſh man's ſcorn, 


(a) Geneſis xlix. 13, (5) Levit, viii. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 5, 
(e) Pſalm xcvi. 9. (A4) Pſalm xc. 17. (o) Pſalm xciii. 5. 


( 44 } 
XXXVII. 


It has ſcar'd mine acquaintance, my lovers are gone, 
My tears were their ſport, and my ſorrow their food ; 5 
If merry they hate me deſpiſe if I mourn, , 

Becauſe I ſtill follow the thing that is good. 4 


XXXVIII. 


. How dreadful to ſinners this radiant gem! 

by No reſt can be found till a pardon appears; 

4 Its rays will ſtrike dead, and yet Iſſachar's name (a) 
Has reſted upon it for many long years, 


+ « + » 10 


„ My ſon, ſaid the Patriarch, 's a very ſtrong aſs, 1 
| And yet he muſt couch between this and his guilt; 4 
1 Lox, give him but reſt, and thy land ſhall ſurpaſs 4 

| All the treaſures of Egypt! (and faith ſays, thou wilt.) 1 


XL. 


My ſtiff-necked ſon ſhall at length be ſubdu'd, 
And his ſhoulder be humbled to carry the croſs ; 
He'll gladly ſubmit when his heart is renew'd, 
And he's ſenſible all beſide Jzsvs is droſs. 


(a) Geneſis xlix, 14, 15. 
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( 25 ) 
J have been very jealous for the Lokd Gop of 
Hoſts (a). 


LIGURE. 
XLI. 
THE Licvurs's of mingled colours we're told, 
And is dropp'd from the Lynx—a moſt quick-ſighted 
beaſt ; | 
A more piercing ray we ſhall never behold, 
Than the light of the Loxv—'tis his ſov'reign inqueſt, 


XLII. 
By his ſovereign rays are our follies diſcern'd, 
Then his zealouſy burns for his glory anew (5); 
He muſt be aveng'd (for his honour's concern'd) 
In anger on many—in mercy on few, 


XLIII. 


This infinite mixture of light, love, and grief, 
And anger reſtrain'd (towards men of his choice); 
Is he jealous of us? oh the balmy relief! 

Then he loves to exceſs, and my ſoul ſhall rejoice. 


XLIV. 
My ſon ſhall be judge, ſaid the Prophet in faith (c). 
But an upright Inquiſitor muſt be poſſeſs'd 
Of anger, of mercy, and grief (the word faith), 
For judgment perverted on ſouls ſhould not reſt, 


(a) 1 Kings, xix. 10, (5) Deut. xxxii, 21. 
(5) Geneſis xlix. 16, 17, 


XLV. f 


( 26 ) 
XLV. 
He fins may remit, and he ſins may retain, 
For the ſpirit of Jzesvs is found in his heart; 


And if his inſtructions the ſinner can't tame, 
+ He's a ſerpent to bite with incurable ſmart. 


| XLVI. 
Dan's heroes muſt fall by the fury of Goo, 
Tho! they ride upon horſes, ſwift ſpirits can't ſave; 
For.a bite in the heel will ſoon turn to a rod, 
And when falling (like Balaam), how great the amaze! 
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The world was made by him, and the world knew 
bim not, To one is given the word of wiſdo. 


AGAT E 


XLVII. 


THE AcArz's a ſtone that is partly opaque, 
And of fleſp- colour d tint, but luſtre hath none; 
If applied to the light it an object may take, 
But otherwiſe ſneweth no more than its own. 


XLVIII. 4 
In its curious veins human forms do appear, 4A 
Trees, rivers, and flowers, you'll plainly deſcry; 
And if this precious gem any meaning doth bear, 
The wiſdom of Gop in cREATITOx doth lie. 
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| XLIX. 
The body's conſtruction proclaims it aloud, 
How the ſoul doth exiſt is above human ſenſe; 
But the infinite wiſdom that humbles the proud, 
More brilliant appear'd at the Saviour's expence. 


L. 
Poor Gad's overcome! and his father muſt grieve (a), 
A troop of corruptions had waſted his fon ; 

And his own ragged righteouſneſs could not relieve, 
For W1sDoM ne'er planned the web he had ſpun. 


Like 
This child ne&er conſider'd the end of theſe things, 
That he muſt be uncover'd and clothed anew ; 
That folly can't ſtand in the preſence of Kings, 
That his name muſt be Prudence, and follies be few. 


LII. 
How Gad was enlarg'd is a pleaſure to hear, 
But no thanks to him that he better things found 
*T was the wiſdom of Ixsus tranſplanted them there, 
And ſaved his ſoul, though his ſins gave a wound. 


Be chthed with humi lity. 


AMETHYST. 


LIII. 
THE Auxrursr glows with the purpleſt * 
Which chiefly is ſeen on the perſons of Kings; 
But there's royalty ſhining in Ixsus's e, | 
Which ſcatt'reth all evil wherever it ſprings, 


(a) Geneſis xlix. 19. 


LIV, 


JEWS J 
LIV. 


A ray from this orb will confound and amaze, 

A look from the Loxp makes the feebleſt ſtrong z 
It ſinks into ſorrow, or gladdens with praiſe, 
The veſſels of honour that to him belong. 


| LV. 
His tunable voice is with majeſty fill'd, 
With majeſty alſo his perſon's enſhrin'd ; 
In majeſty too 1s his kingdom beheld, 
And a few with his majeſty muſt be entwin'd, 


LVI. 
Highly favour'd was Aſher ;—with royalty bleſt (a)! 
And, a numerous offspring he's bounden to feed; 
For the Lam is fo big that his ſpirit's oppreſs'd, 
Till he ſhareth the ſpoils among others that need. 


| LVII. 1 
What a cluſter of bleſſings there hangs upon him! 4 
An acceptable ſpirit his name doth endear ; 4 
His fhces braſs and iron, tho' not very trim (50 
Till dipped in oil, then adieu to all fear. 


LVIII. 

So laviſh is Moſes in praiſing this tribe, 

That he talks like a man who is fill'd with new wine; 
The Redeemer, faith he, does in Aſber's help ride, 
And the arms everlaſting his ſoul ſhall entwine! 


(a) Geneſis xlix. 20. (5) Deut. xxxiii. 25. 


Let 


( 29 ) 


Let thy tender mercy be for my comfort, 


B ER TI L. 


LIX. 


THE green of the BxxrI may teach us the worth 


Of that gentle Spirit we often have griev'd; 
But mercy delights him, and ſtill goeth forth, 
To pardon tranſgreſſion (tho? ſcarcely believ'd). 


LX. 


Tis the natural hue of the young growing plants, 
That have ſprung from the ground and imbibed the dew 
The taller-grown ſaint other nouriſhment wants, 

He is ſtronger in faith, and hath pleaſure in view. 


LXI. 
To allure broken hearts, and the fainting to cheer, 
Our deareſt Redeemer's compar'd to a branch; 
So tender in ſpirit, that none need to fear 
On his boundleſs compaſſion with courage to launch. 


LXII. 


Naphtali from bondage appears to be free (a), 
And he ſkips as if firſt in the heavenly race; 

Perhaps he'll be hunted - but happy is hel 
His words are all goodly, and fo is his face. 


(a) Geneſis xlix, 21. 


(-@) 


- EXIII. 


That ſoul now, ſaid Moſes, is bleſſed indeed! 
The ſkies have pour'd Mercy, and what could it more? 
It is rare to be full (but ſo Gop has decreed), 

He is ſatisfied now, (tho* his cup foall run ver (a). 


LXIV. 


It's no wonder he mounts, for he goes with the wind, 
And a ſoutherly gale every fruit has brought forth; 

The weſt may afford him a paſſage leſs kind, 

And when he's becalm'd he'll cry out for the north (3). 


Put en thy ſtrengtb, O Zion. 3 


Is ſo dreadful to fin it admits of no eaſe, + 


al NT.. 1 4 
„ THE Oxvx is coſtly, but gloomy it's hue, E 

| No dazzling luſtre the curious to pleaſe ; q 
; And the thought of God's ſtrength (till created anew) 9 


LXVI. 


| But of all his perfections tis one of the firſt; 
Wil | *Tis the bulwark he ſets round the favourite ſoul ; 


If Job had been humbled, that Devil accurs'd 
Had ne'er.been permitted ſuch miſchiefs to roll. 


| | ; | (a) Deut. xxxiii. 23. (5) Songs iv. 16. 
| Horny colour. 
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LXVII. 
Gop moveth the hedge and the wild boar doth waſte, 
His ſubſtance is marred, his children are ſlain; 
His body is peſter'd, his comforts are chas'd, 
His wife reprobates, and his ſoul doth complain. 


| LXVIII. | 
But Joſeph was fruicful, he grew by the well (@), 
And boaſted of nothing but mercy conferr'd; 
So impov*riſh'd in ſpirit you'll eaſily tell, 
That the object he worſhipp'd was none but the Loxd. 


LXIX. 


The archers may ſhoot, they may grieve, and may 
| wound; 
They may hate and ne, him, and what doth he 
loſe? 
Nought but droſs and his tin, and for ought 1 have found 


He gather'd more ſtrength (6) by the horn that he 
us'd (0). 


LXX. 
He had bleſſings from heaven, and bleſſings from earth; 
He had bleſſings of breaſts, and ſome from the 
womb; 


Everlaſting preferments his Gop brought him forth, 
Before his chaſte body was laid in the tomb. 


(a) Geneſis xlix. 24. (5) Lid. 
() Deut. xxxiii. 17. 


( 32 ) 
This mortal ſhall put on immortali ty. 
Our bed is green (a). 


JASPER. 


LXXI. 
THE beautiful Jasezx's the laſt ever- green, 
That was ſet in the plate, means the glory of Gop 
Poor David pin'd more for this raviſhing ſcene, 
Than the poor thirſty hart for the clear-running flood. 


LXXII. 


The Apoſtles groan'd for it a number of years, 
And thought diſſolution the friendlieſt gate; 

(For admiſſion it granted in ſpite of their fears), 
And, tho' gloomy's the portal, they enter'd in fate! 


LXXIII. 


We have often conjectur'd what ooRYV could mean, 
But the Prophet declares we are foiled in this; 

It's paſt all conception the things were ne'er ſeen, 
That God has laid up for his children in bliſs. 


* 


- —— 


LXXIV, 
The kingdom S a bleſſing, and ſo is the crown ; 
Could a wiſe man think light of ſuch honours—ſuch 


grace ? 
Theſe children we're told caſt the diadem down, 


As if *rwere too little—and look in his face. 
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(a) Songs i, 16. 
LXXV. 


. 


LXXV. 


The title of Benjamin's “ Lov'd of the Lox ;” 
But why call'd a Wolf, that ſhall ravin all day ? 

I ſuppoſe the poor ſoul had imbibed the worp, 
And made very free—'cauſe there's nothing to pay. 


LXXVI. 


But the man is inſatiable! when will he ceaſe? 
Why not till the morning, if Jacob ſays true; 
He's to riſe from the grave in the image of peace, 
As hungry as ever, to feaſt on a crew (a). 


LXXVII. 
Will he nothing remit? ſhall he nothing reſtore ? 
Who'll be better for him? he's a character quaint ! 


Loves he none but himſelf? O yes, he loves more! 
And at night he'll divide it *tween Gop and the ſaint (5). 


\ 


LXXVIII. 
Ixkovak ſhall cover him all the day long (c), 
He has found immortality—bleſſed is he! 
And ſhall ſing like an angel that rapturous ſong, 
ce Life and love's EVERLASTING! it's come upon me!” 


(a) Rev. ii. 26, and Pev. xix. 17, 18. 
(5) Gen. xlix. 27, (c) Deut. xxxiii. 12. 


AN 


EXPLANATION 


OF 


SEVERAL OBSCURE PASSAGES 
IN THE 


CEREMONIAL LAW. 


Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. PsALM cxix. 18. 
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AN 


EXPLANATION 


OF 


Several Obſcure Paſlages, Mc. 
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CHAP, v. VERSE 7. 


F a believer have ſinned againſt Gob, and he be not 

able to bring a lamb for his offeringz—that is, the 
meekneſs and gentleneſs of CHRIST, the lamb who 
was ſacrificed for us; but has loſt ſight of the dear 
Redeemer, and with him all his peace and happineſs, 
he ſhall bring for his treſpaſs-offering two Turtle 
Doves, or two young Pigeons. The one I believe 
is Cuxlsr, who in the Pſalms is called a Dove; and 
the other is the believer, called a Dove likewiſe ; and 
if his affections are now grown cold, and he ceaſes to 
walk in love, he may plead the conſtancy, the mourn- 
ful ſpirit, and the faithfulneſs of CaurisT (a), The 


(a) Plalm Ixæxiv. 19. 
C 3 ſinner's 


(8-) - - 


ſinner's own ſpirit in this caſe I believe doth ſignify 
the /in-offering ; or, to uſe the words of Micah, he 
bears the indignation of the Loxp becauſe he has 
ſinned againſt him. The burnt-offering is Carisr, 
whoſe days were ſaid to be conſumed like ſmoke, and 
his bones-burned like an hearth (a). 


VERSE 8. 


4 Tbeſe are to be brought to the Prieſ.—CRRISsT Ixsus 

' our Logp, to whom the ſinner muſt pray; for if 

' Tesvs is covered in his devotion, he diſhonours this 
ever bleſſed object of all holy worſhip (5). But the 
ſinner muſt exerciſe patience here, while his head (or 
capital ſin) is wrung off, which is aunbe/zef ; this can= 
not be done without ſome pain. Job declares Gop 
took him by the neck and ſhook him to pieces; and 
David calls God's ſevere diſcipline broken bones, 
both which are bad enough to feel. But though the 
head is to be thus wrung off, the bird is not to be 
divided; in other words, the Log p will not cut him 
aſunder, nor appoint him his portion with hypocrites 
and unbelievers. No, he multiplieth pardpns, 


Vas 9. 
The Prieft ſhall ſprinkle of the blocd. By the blood in 
one ſenſe underſtand fin. When Gop denounces 


final deſtruction to any ſoul in his law, *tis expreſſed 
in theſe words -bis blood fhall be upon him; that is, he 


(a) Pſalm cii. 3. (5) 1 Cor. xi, 4. 
| 25 ſhall 


(39) 


mall fink under the burden of his own fin. © By the\ 
blood of the offering being ſprinkled on the $108 of the | 


altar, here underſtand the wounded fide of CHRIST, 
which by faith the ſinner muſt view again, or find no 
peace in his conſcience, As the altar ſignifies the 
divinity of Carisr, fo does the fide thereof his hu- 
manity{ to which the ſpiritual life (a) (or blood) of 
every believer will cleave; and he muſt believe that 
his ſin was upon the Loxp alſo, and by the — 
of his precious blood it was atoned for, 


If ſuch a ſoul be ſtrong in faith, his eye will often 


be turned to the ſide of the altar, and ſee his fin made 
an end of there; and a crucified Saviour will be the 
ſweeteſt object in heaven or earth to him; and he 
will alſo ſee, that he reſt of the blood is wrung out at 
the boom of the altar. The boom of an harbour is a 
let or hindrance to prevent ſhips from going out; and 
CHRIST is called an harbour or haven, as well as 
an altar; by which I conclude the boom here means 
God's decree, which doth for ever prevent our poor 
fouls from ſinking in perdition; and that the fins of 
believers are caſt into the depths of the ſea: that 
they were imputed unto CHRIST, and on his account 
they never more ſhall be found on them to everlaſting 
condemnation. The humbling leſſon that a foul 
Jearns by this experience is, that this dear brother, 
offended, is harder to be won than a ſtrong city; and 
their contentions are like the bars of a caſtle. It 
will conſtrain him to walk in the fear of Gop many 
days. 


(a) Levit. xvii. 4. 
C 4 VERSE 
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( 40 ) 
VERSE 10. 


When the Lonxp has cauſed the true light to ſhine 
into his heart, and ſhewed him all theſe things, the 
bleſſed Spirit operates as the ſpirit of love, This 
burnt offering is ſo cordially received (for Gop accepts 
nothing but his own), that a pardon is inſtantly 
.vouchfated again, and there is no more controverſy 
between Gob and his foul; he prays and praiſes now 
with the ſpirit, and with the underſtanding alſo, He 
ſees how much he is indebted to the Prieſt, who has 
borne his ſins, and carried his ſorrows; and that it 
is the interceſſion of CHRIST which alone prevails 
before the Father. He ſtands aſtoniſhed at the grace 
of Gob, and thinks if ever grace abounded it is to 
ſuch an one as himſelf; and is as much amazed at 
his propenſity to wander from a friend like Jzsvs, 
who loveth at all times, and was a brother born for 


adverſity. 


VERSE 11. 


But if he be not able to bring two turtle doves; — that 
is, if he cannot bring a living (or acceptable) offer- 
ing—if every grace ſeems withered, and he has only a 
name to live, but is at preſent as it were dead; and 
his ſpirit too inſenſible to confeſs his ſin, and he 
cries with David, Quicken thou me, O Lord, ac- 
cording to thy word,” let him ſtill pray, or offer up, 
as Moſes ſays, the perpetual burnt offering. If he is 


fo impoveriſhed that he hath no other oblation than. 


a heartleſs prayer, ſtill it mult go up, and with it he 
tenth 


- 


CJ. 
tenth part of an ephab of fine flour. The dear Re- 
deemer is called by himſelf a corn of wheat—by David 


the fineſt of the wheat—and by Moſes the kidneys of - 


the wheat; all which, I take it, ſignifies no other 
than his divine obedience to the law, which is im- 
puted to us by faith for eternal juſtification, A ſoul 
with the laſt gleam of hope will be ſure to catch 
hold of this:“ For I had fainted (faith David) un- 
leſs I had believed to ſee the goodneſs of the Loxp 
in the land of the living.“ If the ſinner is brought 
thus low, he can offer no oil (that is, joy) with this 
offering, for he has ceaſed now for a time to make 
Jesvs his all, and in all; he does not enjoy him as his 
peace, pleaſure, and ſovereign felicity; joy is wi- 
thered away becauſe the face of his Loxp is hid. As 


he puts 0 oil on this offering, ſo be is to put no frantin- 


cenſe thereon ; he is not to conceive that ſin is any 
perfume in the noſtrils of Gop; it is the only thing 


his righteous ſoul hateth. 


VERSE 12. 

He ſhall bring his offering to the prieſt.—He ſhall 
come with this complaint to the Saviour alſo, who 
ſhall take his handful of it, even a memorial thereof ; that 
is, he ſhall feel the ſinner's trouble, and ſympathiſe 
with him, as an High Prieſt who is touched with 
a feeling of our infirmities; and ſhall burn the flour on 
the altar ; this is to ſhew us, that the Father accepts 
of our faith in the dear Redeemer's righteouſneſs; 


for 'tis well-pleaſing to him that we hold this truth, 
9 and 


U 
* ound — — — * 8 


N 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


( 42 ) 
and never let it go. But he is better pleaſed when 
we allo walk in peace, light, life, love, and liberty; 
as he is ſaid to live in or inhabit the praiſes of Iſrael, 
The fine flour is ever acceptable unto Gop; and it 
is no ſmali conſolation. to believe that a ſoul ſhall 
have it to offer, even in the worſt of times; for Gop 
has declared, that we ſhall not only preſent it to him 
in the morning—that is, when the ſoul is lively, and 
the glory of Gob is freſh in us, but alſo at night (a), 
when we ſit in the regions of darkneſs, and in the 
ſhadow of death. It is as if the Lorp would ſay, 
I'll never leave thee without a plea, left the ſpirit 
ſhould fail before me, and the ſoul which I have 
made. 


VERSE 13. 


And the Prieſt ſhall make an atonement for him, This 
is to teach us, that from the beginning to the end of 
our faith, nothing can be done for us without the 
Prieſt, And ſo ſweetly is the Law and the Goſpel 
blended, that Jzsus indeed appears the firſt and the 
laſt, If a facrifice is to be ſlain and preſented unto 
Gop, faith views him as the ſubſtance of that ſhadow. 
If an offering or prayer is to go up, He performs 
every ceremony relative to that, ſuch as pouring out 
firſt upon the ſoul that offers it the ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication; interceding for him, and applying 
the benefits he thinks fit; carrying the ſoul's com- 
plaints to the Godhead, and ſending from thence by 


(a) Leviticus, vi. 20. 


the 


( 43 ) 


| the Holy Ghoſt (the bleſſed bird which tells our 
/ matters) all the comfort we deſire, and much more 
than we deſerve. O how great is the condeſcenſion 


of the dear Redeemer! we are never ſo happy as 


when we can ſee his thoughts buſy about vs all the 
day long, and his precious ſoul hovering over us for 
good; his hand ſtretched out to relieve, and his 
tender bowels moved to pity ! In this happy ſtate his 
language ſeems to be perpetually, © What is thy 
petition, and what 1s thy requeſt ? it ſhall be granted, 
even to the half of my kingdom.“ This is abiding 
under the ſhadow of the ALMicuTy indeed! This is 
looking at him and being bleſſed all the day long, 
and things are ſure to 80 1 well in Judab when this is the 
caſe. 


By the Prieſt's making an atonement for the ſinner in one 
of the offerings (as is expreſſed in this verſe), though 
but one is mentioned, yet the other 1s the ſpirit of 
faith, through which we do apply the fine flour, or. 
the righteouſneſs of CarrsT, to our ſouls; for Gop 
never grants a pardon to any ſoul, till he has made 
it a partaker of that invaluable gift, It is the ſpirit 
of Gopb that keeps us from ſpiritual putrefaction, let 
us link as low as we may in diſtreſs; for the Com- 
forter ſhall abide with us for ever, and bring us out 
of it all, ſooner or later. And this is the mark pe- 
culiar to believers; for if any man have not the 
ſpirit of CHRIST he is none of his, nor ever ſhall be 
without it. And the remnant of the offering ſhall be the 
Prieſts, as a meat offering, By this remnant under- 


ſtand 


( 44') 

ſtand the fin that defiles our moſt holy ſervice; and 
this the Redeemer was made to ſerve with: Thou 
haſt made me, ſaith he, to ſerve with thy ſins. 3 
8 taeſgß —— 8 
e e + | 


Chap. vi. VERSE 2. 


If a ſeu! fin (it means a believer), and commit @ 
treſpaſs againſt the Lord, and tye unto his neighbour. — 
This lye is unbelief, and the neighbour 1s our pre- 
cious Redeemer, who has ſhewed us mercy, A 
neighbour (ſaith Solomon) that 1s near, 1s better than 
a brother afar off, in the day of our calamity; and 
we have often found it ſo. If ihe foul perſiſt in unbelief 
concerning that which the Lerd delivered him to keep.— 
This depoſit (Paul tells us) are two teſtimonies; the 
one is the teſtimony of CuRISH confirmed in us, and 
the other is that of a good conſcience; and David 
calls the man bleſſed who keeps them. In the keep- 
ing theſe teſtimonies many bleſſings are included :— 
Firſt, the way of the Log will be kept—the heart 
will be kept from wandering with all diligence, and 
Jxsus will be uppermoſt both day and night. The 
lips will keep knowledge, and his converſation will 
be a good one, miniftring grace to the hearers. The 
foot will be kept in the houſe of Gop; that is, his 
thoughts will be ſequeſtered with Gop. alone, and 
the end of his going to the ſanctuary will be, to find 
him in ſpirit and in truth, to worſhip him; and to 
follow, 


( 45 ) 


follow, as faſt as poſſible, the faith of his teacher (a). | 
Good judgment will be kept; that is, he will in a 
meaſure be a diſcerner of ſpirits, and place his affec- 
tions accordingly; . J hate them, ſays David, that 
hate thee, The whole ſelf will be kept alſo in 
the love of Gob. And laſtly the faith will be kept; 
David might well call the man bleſſed that keeps 
theſe teſtimonies; for if he is not I know not who is. 
But the Pſalmiſt once loſt them for a time, and in 
bitterneſs cried out, © Why caſteſt thou off my 
ſoul?” this was to lye concerning it, for Gop had 
not caſt off his foul, though his countenance was 
hid. Others have lied in this reſpe& as well as he: 
one ſays, My hone is periſhed from the Loap;” 
and another, „I ſhall not ſee the Logp, even the 
Lord in the land of the living; from day even to 
night will he make an end of me.” This was He- 
zekiah; but he ſoon changed the chattering note of 
the ſwallow for the melody of the dove; and the 
next news we hear from his mouth is a noble ſong, 
inſcribed to the love and faithfulneſs of Gop 3 *The 
living, the living (faith he), ſhall praiſe thee, as 
I do this day; the father to the children hall make 
known thy truth,” 


To he in fellowſhip is to ſay as Job did in the depth 
of his diſtreſs, *“ Corruption, thou art my father, 
and the worm is my mother and my ſiſter; as for 
my hope, who ſhall fee it?” I believe his meaning 


(2) Hebrews, xiii. 7. 


„ a 


was this: I once thought myſelf a child of Gop, and 
that I did enjoy fellowſhip with him; but now I am 
turned over into the hand of the wicked (that is, the 
Devil), and the ALmicnuTy himſelf runs upon me 
like a giant; what can I expect but everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion? Yes, the Devil (or corruption in the abſtract) 
is my father, and the worm that never dies is my 
mother and my ſiſter: Theſe ſhall be my aſſociates to 
all eternity; my fellowſhip with Go is no more. If 
J wait for the Log, the grave is my houſe; I know 
I muſt die, and then comes darkneſs; I have made 
my bed already there, and expect no other reſt, Ah 
Job! we muſt ſay to thee, Let Gop be true, but 
every man a liar; for thou haſt found it ſo. What 
didſt thou think of him when thou ſaid'ſt, «© I know 
that my Redeemer liveth?” Alas, ſaid he, I uttered 
that I underſtood not; things too wonderful for me, 

which I knew not. 5 


Or in a thing taken away by violence. This thing is 
the kingdom of heaven, which conſiſteth in righteouſ- 
neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; it ſuffereth 
violence, and the believer takes it by force; and 
to lye concerning it, is to be in the ſame diſtreſs, 
through unbelief and the temptations of the Devil, 
as I have already mentioned; for to enjoy the teſti- 
monies that Gop giveth fellowſhip with him, or the 
kingdom of heaven, is one and the ſame thing, 
though diſtinguiſhed by different appellations, 


Or hath deceived his neighbour. This neighbour is 


our Chriſtian brother, for who can deceive CHRIST? 
: We 


CI 


We often deceive our brethren in our fits of unbelief 
often weaken his faith, and bring up an evil report 
of the good of the land, cauſe him to go doubting 
as well as ourſelves; and Solomon calls us fooliſh for 
this, and ſays we pluck the building down, inſtead of 
building one another up in our moſt holy faith. 


VERSE 3. 


Or have found that which was loſt. David tells us 
what he found when unbelief prevailed, and the 
Lord's face was hid from him—even trouble and 
ſorrow; then cried he unto the Lorp, „O Lox, I 
beſeech thee deliver my ſoul !”* But Jonah loſt his 
orief when Gop was near, and grace reigned. To 
He concerning it, is to ſay as Job did, * Gon (ſaid he) 
has taken away my judgment, and the Aumicaty 
has afflicted my ſoul; or, as another, Why haſt 
thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardened 
our hearts from thy fear?” This is very impudent 
and hard-hearted language to the Moſt High, who 
declares that fury is not in him (towards the ele); — 
that we compaſs him about with lies, and then ſay, 
His ways are unequal; not conſidering that we pro- 
cure theſe things to ourſelves, But when the Lorp 
is as the dew unto Iſrael, and the heart is melted 
with contrition, we ſhall uſe a language more be- 
coming us. * Thou haſt not dealt with us after our 
ſins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities,“ 
{aid the Pſalmiſt in a ſimilar ſituation. 


VERSE 
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( 48 ) 
VERSE 4. 


Then it fall be becauſe be bath ſinned, and is puilty, 
that be ſhall reſtore that which he took viclently away, Fc. 
— The perſon that is to reſtore cannot mean the 
ſinner, for 'tis impoſſible for any to quicken his 
own ſoul; when I would comfort myſelf againſt 
ſorrow, my heart is faint. No, 'tis the dear Re- 
deemer muſt reſtore that which he took not away (a); 
and if ever his love appears wonderful, it is at ſuch a 
time as this, when the backſlider in heart is filled 
with his own ways. The Lord will alſo reſtore that 
which the ſinner had deceitfully gotten, that is, his 
neighbours credence to a lie. I will reſtore comforts, 
ſaith he, to him and to his mourners; thy unbelief 
ſhall no longer weaken the hands of thy poor bro- 
ther, for thou haſt grieved him whom I would not 
have grieved. CRHRISsT will alſo reſtore the loft thing 
which he found; not a ſorrow that worketh death, 
but a godly ſorrow that worketh repentance, which 
need not be repented of. And then, ſaith he, ſhall 
ye remember your own evil ways and your doings 
that were not good, and ſhall loath yourſelves in 
your own fight for your iniquities, 


VERSE 5, 


ChRisr ſhall reſtore the poor ſinner's loſt happineſs 


in the principal, and ſhall add the fifth part more thereto, 
— The principal is himſelf. — Wiſdom is the principal 


(a) Pſalm Ixix. 4. 


thing, 


( 49”) 

thing, ſaith Solomon, therefore get wiſdomz and 
Jesus is made unto us wiſdom, as well as under- 
ſtanding, He ſhall. bleſs the man with his ſoul- 
comforting and ſin- ſubduing preſence again; and after 
humbling his heart, he ſhall give him more grace: 
for her reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble. And when ſuch an one has reaped again 
the peaceable fruit of CarisT's everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, he rejoices with trembling, and finds that in the 
end it is by theſe trials he lives, and that in all theſe 
things is the life of his ſpirit. He'll be ſick enough 
of his ſin, and often remember the wormwood and 
the gall, He will not preſume that grace may 
abound, but ſtand in awe and fin not, after feeling 
how dreadful a thing it is to depart from the living 
Gop, 


Verse 6. 

The treſpaſs-ofſering is g ram (a) without blemiſh; and 
I believe it means the ſinner himſelf—offer yourſelves 
to Gop, Your bodies are temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt—and Gop requires both the body and the ſoul. 
My ſon, faith he, give me thine heart, and let thine 
eyes obſerve my ways. I have no delight in the 
blood of bullocks, nor of goats; the ſacrifices of Gop 
are a broken ſpirit; and a broken and contrite heart 
I will not deſpiſe. A ram, I believe, is of all beaſts 
one of the moſt vicious, and will reſiſt in fighting as 
long as any, and is an exact reſemblance of a ſinner 
as can be; and yet ſuch an ohe can be tamed by 


(a) Iſaiah Ix, 7, 
D 


ſovereign 


6 go. 3 


ſovereign grace, and be preſented to Gop, through 
CarisT, without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
and be found without fault before the throne, but no 


where elſe. 


Before the ram was offered up, it was to have 
Moſes's eftimation; and how Moſes eſteems a ſinner is 
known very well, He accuſes vs all the day long, 
and allows us neither merit nor hope from his law; 
tells us plainly we cannot ſerve Gop, and points to 
a Prophet whom Gop ſhould raiſe up, and that we 
ſhould do well to hear him. David tells us how he 
eſteemed himſelf before Gop, when he beheld the rays 
of his Holineſs. —-So fooliſh was I and ignorant, I 
was as a beaſt before thee, But though Moſes in 
the law, conſcience, and the Devil condemn, CarisrT 
is the atonement, applied by faith, and his ſin ſhall 


be forgiven, 


CHAP. vii, VERSE 12. oo 


The peace-offerings are of all the moſt delightful 
offerings to us, for pleaſure and ſpiritual proſperity 
reigns within when theſe are preſented to Gop; for 
praiſe is comely for the upright, If it be a thankſgiving, 
he muſt offer with it unleavened cakes mingled with oil: 
—that is, his praiſes will be free from the leaven of 
malice and wickedneſs; the heart muſt be ſweetly 
tuned before the fruit of the lips can be pleaſing 
to the Loxp; unfeigned joy will be the ſpring of 
ſuch an offering as this; it is the voice that Gop 

loves 


SS > 


loves to hear, and he will make your countenance 
comely while you are thus glorifying him, and the 
Joy will be mutual, To offer him praiſe with a heart 
as dead as a ſtone, is very cold incenſe to love, and 
is little better than ſtrange fire. At ſuch times as 
theſe we ſhould rather pray than pretend to praiſe 
the Lok. 


Unleavened wafers anointed with oil muſt go up with 
this ſacrifice, By wafers I underſtand that we muſt 
offer reverend thoughts of the Trinity, and admire 
the glorious myſtery we cannot fully comprehend ; 
for who can find out the ALmiGnTy to perfection? 
Wafers are alike, and ſo is the Father, Word, and 
Spirit, Wafers are circular, and frequently of divers 
colours; Gop is from everlaſting to everlaſting—a 
perpetual round of being; and his attributes are ſet 
forth by twelve jewels of divers colours in the breaſt- 
plate of Aaron, Wafers are ſeldom uſed but to 
ſecrete the mind of a perſon written in a letter; and 
when God is pleaſed to honour any ſoul with the gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and makes him a partaker of 
that divine nature, he is ſaid to be ſealed, and the 
beauteous image of the meek and lowly Saviour is 
often ſeen upon him, and this is the impreſſion of 
the ſeal of heaven, 


The laſt ingredients in this oblation are, Cakes of 
fine flour mingled with oil, and fryed. Theſe cakes are 
believers; and they are called Gop's bread. We 
being many, ſays Paul, are one bread, David calls 
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them the excellent of the earth, and his ſoul de- 
lighted in them above all living. If the Prophets 
may be credited, ſuch are almoſt as rare to be found 
as the phoenix, eſpecially in times of trouble. Elijah 
once declared he could not find one with whom he 
could commune as with his own ſoul ; and he enjoyed 
the company of Eliſha but a very little while after he 
had found him. Job makes the ſame complaint, and 
ſays he could not find a wiſe man among all his ac- 
quaintance, till Elihu came. Iſaiah is grieved on the 
ſame account; and ſo was Micah. Jeremiah alſo was 
ſo ſick of his companions, that he wiſhed to ſpend his 
days in ſolitude; for he could find but few, if any, 
that did not either flatter or wound the vpright ſpirit 
that Gop had given him. When we are ſo highly fa- 
voured as to meet with a Chriſtian friend who is as our. 
own ſoul, we ſhall often bleſs Gop for it, and take 
ſuch an one in our thankſgiving-offering : we ſhall 
pray for them with unfeigned love—believe for them 
hope for. them—grieve for them—or rejoice with. 
them. And our dear Redeemer meant nothing leſs 
when he ſaid, This is my commandment, that ye love one 
anotler, as I have loved you. By theſe cakes being 
mingled with oil, J underſtand they know in reality the 
true joy of the Lorp: and Iſaiah calls them the merry- 
hearted. By their being fried, underſtand, that they 
have been proved in the furnace of affliction; but 
through the tender mercy of the Moſt High, are come 


\ out without being burned (a). Such ſouls as theſe 
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(a) Iſa. xliii. 2. 


are 
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are of infinite worth to the church, and ſhould be 
highly eſteemed : they ſing of mercy, judgment, and 
faithfulneſs :; they are the only living witneſſes for Gop 
upon earth; and himſelf diſdains not to call them 
bleſſings (a). 


V᷑RSE 13. 


Beſides the cakes he ſhall offer leavened bread. I be- 


lieve the leave ned bread doth ſignify many poor ſouls 
in their natural ſtate, ſuch as our children, for whom 
we may pray (except they grow incorrigible and repro- 
bate), and alſo for others over whom our bowels often 
yearn. But wanton profeſſors of religion, who live 
in carnal eaſe, and peaceful ſloth, and who grow worſe 
inſtead of better under the ſound of mercy, and for 
ſuch as have blaſphemed the HoLy Gros, we are for- 
bid to pray: for Gop has declared by Jeremiah, that 
he will never hear us in their behalf. There is a in unto 
death, ſays John, I do not ſay you ſhall pray for it. We 
may bring to Gop in prayer poor backſliding ſinners 
likewiſe, ſuch as Ephraim, who are called cakes not 


turned. All thoſe who feel the burden of fin, and long 


for redemption by CaR1sT alone, we are authoriſed to 
bring before God in prayer: but there are congrega- 
tions that Gop will not be entreated for, though Noah, 
Daniel, and Job were to be the interceſſors (5). But 
how then ſhall Ezekiel and Paul agree in this matter; 


for the will of the latter is, that prayers be made for all / 


(a) Gen. xii, 2. () Ezek. xiv. 14. 
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( 54 ) 
men? The Apoſtle anſwers for himſelf; and his rea- 
ſon is, that we may live a peaceable life under the go- 
vernment of our kings, magiſtrates, Fc. and not that 
all men ſhould be ſaved (2). He did not believe that 
all would be ſaved, becauſe he had no warrant for 
ſuch a faith. No, faith he, hat if Gop, willing to 
ſhew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured 
with much long-ſuffering the veſſels of wrath fitted to de- 
ſtrudtion. So then, if there be veſſels of wrath, and 
veſſels of mercy, we have reaſon to believe that Paul 
agreed in ſpirit with our dear Redeemer, and prayed 
not for the ſalvation of the world, but for thoſe whom 
God had choſen out of it, whether called or as yet un- 
called by grace, It was to this remnant that he 
wiſhed good luck in the name of the Loxb, and to no 
other; for if any man love not our Lox D IEsus (ſaith he), 
let him be accurſed. 


VERSE 14. 


There is one thing more that Gop requires to be 
offered with this pleaſing ſacrifice; and he here calls it 
by Moſes an heave- offering. It is to be offered to the 
Lord ; but in particular it is for the uſe of the Prieſt, 
our LorD and Saviour IEsus CaR1sT ; and I believe 
it means no more than a ſigh, the fruit of a broken 
heart, and the reſult of a thankful ſpirit. David calls 
theſe oblations ſacrifices of righteouſneſs ; and with ſuch 


the Lok D is well pleaſed. He often ariſes (to help) 


(a) 1 Tim. ii. 12. 


for 


9 

for the deep ſighing of the poor in ſpirit, and ſets a 
peculiar mark upon the men that ſigh and cry. The 
holy men of old that ſaw by faith the day of the Logp 
Jesus (as did Abraham) ſent him many a ſigh, and 
were crucified with him long before he ſuffered in the 
fleſh. They ſaw, by the blood of every beaſt which was 
ſlain, the ſpilling of his more precious blood : and by 
burning of them upon the altar, how his innocent 
ſoul was made an offering for ſin; and conſumed as it 
were in the burning wrath of Gop. I can never be- 
lieve that they always viewed theſe bloody cere- 
monies with dry eyes, but often wept and groaned for 
him to whom they looked by faith, and mourned as 
for an only ſon, This kind of grief doth well comport 
with gratitude and thankſgiving, and is frequently 
mingled with a believer's beſt happineſs; for while 
the ſoul is melting in ſorrow over the ſufferings of the 
Lamb of God, he loaths himſelf for the iniquity that 
cauſed it, and glorifies Gop for the unſpeakable gift of 
his dearly beloved Son, 


VERSE 15. 


The fleſh of the ſacrifice of his peace-offerings ſhall be 
eaten the ſame day that it is offered; it ſhall not be left un- 
til the morni g.— B/ the fleſh, I believe, is meant our 
Redeemer; for his aſſuming our nature, and dying in 
it, is the cauſe of every peaceful moment we have en- 
Joyed ſince we found him, and the only mean of peace 
between Go and man. Gop was in CHR1$T recon- 
* the world unto himſelf. He is to be eaten (or 

D 4 received) 


received) in the day he is offered to us. That day ia 
the whole ſpace of time which Gop has ſet apart 
for the gathering in of his elect; and when that num- 
ber is completely made up, time ſhali be no longer, 
To defer the receiving of him until the morning, doth 
ſignify, that many die in their fin, and yet expect ta 
find mercy at the general doom; not conſidering, that 
as the tree falls ſo it lies, and that there is no repent- 
ance in the grave. We muſt know for ourſelves that 
CarisT hath power on earth to forgive fins; and that 
his precious ſalvation is to be known and enjoyed 
before night cometh, in which no man can work. 
The Loup offered himſelf to the free- will of thouſands 
in the days of his fleſh, and was heartily rejected by 
them ; and ſuch he declared ſhould die in their fins; 
for where he was they ſhould never come. But when 
he offered himſelf to poor Mary Magdalene and 
others, he found a cordial reception, and was enter- 
rained from that hour with a hearty welcome; and ſhe- 
loved much. I will be bound for them they left none 
of him until the reſurrection morning, but ardently 
imbibed every word that dropped from his precious lips, 
and watched every look. that beamed from his glorious 
eye; for they lived in his ſmiles, but were inconſola- 
ble in his abſence. They rejected not his Godhead, 
but worſhipped from the heart every perfection therein, 
by calling him Lord ; for no man can call Jesus Lon 
(that is, receive him as ſuch), but by ihe Holy Ghoſt. 
CarisT is ſtill offered in the Bible, and in many pul- 
pits alſo; but as our days are like the former ones, the 

ſouls 
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ſouls of multitudes loath this light bread ; and as the 
Iſraelites ſaid, ſo ſay thouſands now, Our ſouls are 
dried away; for we have nothing before our eyes but 
this manna. So their hearts turn back to Egypt; 
and their vain lives proclaim it as loud as their tongues. 
Put Gop knows whom he has choſen; and he will 
never go a begging with his dear Son (a). No; it is 
the ſinner that muſt be humbled, if ever he 1s exalted 
to this honour. Go often makes the ele& cry long, 
and cry bitterly ere they find mercy; and 'tis fit he 
ſhould, that they may know how to prize it when 
it comes. 


VERSE 16. 


But if the ſacrifice he offers be 4 vow, or a voluntary 
offering, it may be eaten on the morrow, as well as on the 
fame day he offers it. — There ſeems to be no command 
from the Loa p for theſe vows (5) or voluntary offer- 
ings; but I believe there are few believers but what 
offer them to the Lord in the days of their firſt love. 
They are the effuſions of an heart overflowing with his 
love, but are too often tinctured with a little ſelf- 
confidence. After Jacob was turned out of his father's 
houſe, through the barbarity of his brother Eſau, the 
Loxp meets him by the way, and gives him ſo glori- 
ous a viſion of his majeſty, that he calls the ground 
whereon he lay the houſe of Gop, and the very gate 
of heaven; ſets up a pillar for a memorial on the holy 


(a) Exod. xxiti. 21, (5) Deut. xxiii, 23. 


ſpot; 
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ſpot, and anoints it with unfeigned joy. And though 
at this time he 1s ſo poor, that perhaps a ſtaff and one 
ſuit of cloaths are all his riches, yet his faith lays in a 
large ſtock of temporal goods for futurity (under the 
bleſſing of Gop); and ſo expanded is the heart of this 
poor ſoul, that nothing will ſerve his generoſity but a 
vo, and he performs it in theſe words: If Gop will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 
&c. of all that thou ſhalt give me 1 will ſurely give 
the tenth % thee, This was well ſaid, and well 
meant; and I dare ſay Jacob was no niggard to the 
poor, but ſhewed his faith by his works (for Gop 
wanted nothing at his hand). But if covetouſneſs 
ever prevailed for a time (as perhaps it might in 
Jacob as well as others, ſeeing our hearts are faſhioned 
| alike), did he not reflect with ſhame on his vow, 
think you? David, alſo; he mutt make a vow too; 
but it was after another manner: Lok, remember 
David (ſaid he), and all his afflictions, how he ſware 
unto the Logp, and vowed unto the mighty God of 
Jacob; ſurely I will not come into the tabernacle of 
my houſe, nor go up into my bed; I will not give 
ſleep to mine eyes, nor ſlumber to mine eyelids, until 
I find out a place for the Loxrp, an habitation for 
the mighty Gop of Jacob. Lo we heard of it at 
Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood. — 
This was the ark of Gop that was found in the field 
of Joſhua the Bethſhemite, and of which David 
vowed to take ſo much care: But Gop permitted the 
ark, 


( 59 ) 

ark, contrary to his wiſh, to remain at Kirjath-Jearin 
twenty years; and when David was made King, he 
propoſed to his nobles to bring it home; but by the 
way Gop ſmote Uzza for his preſumption in touching 
it, and poor David was afraid of Gop that day, 
ſaying, How ſhall I bring the ark of Gop home to 
me? So it remained in the houſe of Obed-edom the 
Gittite three months. David made this vow in the 
exceſs of his love for the divine preſence; but I 
think a little ſelf-confidence was mingled with it, 
And now, when he had an opportunity of poſſeſſing 
that which his foul longed for, the death of Uzza 
ſcares him almoſt out of his wits; fear trips up his 
heels, and he defers to pay that which he vowed ; and 
I queſtion but he thought of this affair, when he ſaid, 
Lord, what is man, that thou art mindful of him! 


Before the ALmicaTy had brought up Jonah from 
the belly of the fiſh, he makes a vow; and he not 
only makes it, but ſays, I will pay that which I have 
vowed ; ſalvation is of the LoxD. As rebellion was 
his principal crime, I ſuppoſe he vowed to rebel no 
more; and told the Lord, in the ſimplicity of his 
heart, how tractable he would be in future. But, 
alas! when Gop deferred his judgments on Nineveh, 
it diſpleaſed Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 
angry. He was taken here with the words of his 
own mouth; and the Lox, willing to try him a 
ſecond time, ſays, Doeſt thou well to be angry? and 
he ſaid, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 

I believe 
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T believe Solomon was taken in this ſnare, for he hag 
left us many cautions concerning vows :—Be more 
ready to hear (what Gop has to ſay) than to give him 
the ſacrifice of a fool, Thou had'ſt better not vow, 
continues he, than vow and not pay, for Gop has no 
pleaſure in fools. Peter the Apoſtle dearly loved the 
Lord; and in order to ſhew it (as he thought) he 
vowed that if all forſook Jzsus yet would not he: but 
the ſorrowful event of his ſelf-confidence is well 
known; and I believe he thought afterward it was 
better not to vow at all, but reſt contented with the 
vows of GoD in our behalf, which can never be 
broken. There is a ſacrifice of this kind that is very 
pleaſing to Gop and profitable to us; but faith muſt 
be very ſtrong before ever we can offer it up. We 
may ſafely ſwear or vow that the Loxp liveth, in 
truth, in judgment, and in righteouſneſs (a), and we 
may feed on this many days, 


VrRSE 17. 


The remainder ef the fleſh of the ſacrifice on the third 
day ſpall be burnt with fire. I have already ſaid, that 
this fleſh ſignifies the human nature of the Loxn 
Jzsus; and as he role from the dead on the third day, 
and left mortality for ever, with all its weakneſſes, 
ſuch as hunger, thirſt, and wearineſs, we are prohi- 
bited from entertaining notions fo groſs concerning 
our LoRD after he roſe from the dead; and the man 
that imbibes them, does it at the peri] of his ſoul.— 


(a) Jeremiah iv. 2. 


By 
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By the fleſh being burnt with fire, I underſtand, that 
the ſame body in which he ſuffered and died was 
filled on the day of his reſurrection with all the ful- 
neſs of Gop, who is called a confuming fire, I believe 
that the Godhead, which dwelt therein before it was 
laid in the grave, ſo ſanctified it, that corruption never 
touched this Holy One, and that he aſcended in im- 
mortality. It is- witneſſed by all the Apoſtles, that a 
cloud received him out of their light, 


VERSE 21. 


Moreover, the ſoul that ſhall Toucn any unclean thing, 
as the uncleanneſs (or ſin) of any man, or any unclean 
beaſt, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat the fleſh 
F the ſacrifice of peace-offerings, even that ſoul ſhall be 
cut off from his people. I believe this unclean thing is 
error; ſuch as Arminianiſm, Arianiſm, Antinomian- 
iſm, and every other lying doctrine. Paul adviſes 
the Coloſſians, when he is warning them againſt falſe 
worſhip (a), neither to touch, taſte, or handle any 
thing that pertains to the rudiments of men. Touch- 
ing is an act of the will; for no man can make ye 
touch except ye like it, and it is a voluntary act of 
the ſoul that is here meant. The ſouls of many be. 
lievers have been beguiled, through flattery or weak- 
neſs, to imbibe theſe accurſed tenets, to their ſorrow; 
but having an Advocate with the Father, who is 
Jesus CRHRISTH the righteous, they have been happily 
delivered from them, and have taken up arms againſt 


(a) Coloſſ. ii. 18. 
thoſe 
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thoſe that hatched theſe cockatrice eggs, and have 
often marred their ſpiders webs, ſo that many poor 
fouls have been diſentangled, and have enjoyed ſweet 
liberty again, But ſome will ſay, we never heard of 
ſuch errors in the Old Teſtament as Arminianiſm, &c. 
If ſelf-will makes an Arminian, what elſe was 
Simeon, who digged down the wall of ſalvation ? 
What but Arminians were the Princes of Iſrael, 
when they ſaid to Moſes, You take too much upon 
you, for all the people are holy? This trial ſo ſtirred 
the ſpirit of the meekeſt of men, that he preached 
the election of God to them (a), and Gop ſoon con- 
vinced the rebels that they were not holy; but cauſed 
the earth to open and ſwallow them up, and they 
went down alive into the pit, with all that pertained 
unto them. What but Antinomians were the Iſrael- 
ites, who turned the grace of Gob into wantonneſs, 
by worſhipping the image of a beaſt, eating and drink- 
ing in honour to it, and then riſing up to play ?— 
What but an Arian was king Saul, when he faid to 
Samuel, I have not made ſupplication unto the Lord, 
I forced myſelf therefore and offered up a burnt-offer- 
ing? If he made no ſupplication to the Loxp (that 
is, the LoxD Jzsus, for there is but one LoxèD and 
one faith), his proud heart rejected him, Samuel 
immediately calls him a fool for his pains, and de- 
clares that the kingdom ſhall not continue with him, 
but that it is given to his neighbour, who was better 
than he; and he viſited his depoſed Majeſty but once 


more unto the day of his death (3). 


(a) Numb. xvi. 5, | (5) 1 Sam. xiii. 12. 


Or 
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Or any unclean beaſt. It is generally believed that 
the beaſt, upon which the Whore ſitteth (as mentioned 
in the Revelations), means no other than the Pope 
(blaſphemouſly called his Holineſs) ; that the Whore 
ſignifies the whole Catholic body of this infernal head. 
I am inclined to believe it too; for no people ſeem ſo 
fond of ſhedding blood as the preſent race of Baby- 
lonians (commonly termed Papiſts) ; witneſs the cruel 
Inquiſition in Spain and Portugal, and the ancient 
martyrdoms in Smithfield ! This alſo is no new doc- 
trine, for the Canaanites were Papiſts, I firmly be- 
lieve; they were worſhippers of images and pictures, 
as the modern Romans are; and Gop commanded 
the Iſraelites at their peril to ſave any of their baubles 
while they lived among them (2). When the church 
of Gop were captives in Babylon, they felt their yoke 
heavy enough; but the worſt of all their trials were 
the cruel mockings and helliſh mirth of their tyran- 
nical victors; and the Iſraelites were ſo worn out with 
hard uſage, that ſome of the moſt pious among 
them compoſed an elegy, in which is contained a 
prophecy concerning the deſtruction of that accurſed 
people: and no doubt this ſorrowful ſong was dictaged 
by the ſpirit of Gop (5). 


To touch the unclean beaſt is to cleave to his errors, 
and be of one ſpirit with him; but Gop has pro- 
hibited any ſuch familiarity ; we are to have no vene- 
ration at all for thoſe good ſort of people called Roman 


| (a) Numb, xxxiii. 52. (5) Pſalm cxxxvii. 8, g. 
8 8 Catholics; 
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Catholics; it will be dangerous in the latter days 
even to live among them (a). If a perſon cleave o any 
of the errors here mentioned, and eat of the fleſh of the 
facrifice of peace-offerings, his ſoul ſhall be cut off from 
bis people. He is not to imagine that the Lamb of 
Gob was ſacrificed to fave him in theſe abominations; 
No, in this ſtate he has no buſineſs with CarisT at 
all, not even to take that holy name upon his tongue. 
And yet, as Milton ſays, „many will preſume.” 


VERSE 23. 


Ye ſhall eat no manner of fat of ox, or of ſheep, or of 
goats, Gob has given to believers a promiſe that 
they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing, by which he means 
their ſpiritual proſperity : but leanneſs of ſoul is no 
bleſſing, for Jeremiah cries out bitterly againſt it. 
We are not to imagine that Gop prohibited the 
Iſraelites from eating the fat of ſheep, ox, or goats, 
literally—No, his word is ſpiritual, and it is given to 
none but the elect (3); the reprobate has no buſineſs 
with it (c). I believe the ox ſignifies a miniſter of 
CaxisT ;—thou ſhalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth 
out the corn (or one that unfolds the ſcriptures), 
Doth Gop take care for oxen? ſays Paul; nay, but 
this is ſpoken for our ſakes. The fat then of a 
miniſter of CHRIST is the moſt comely part of his 
ſoul, which is no other than faith and love; for in 
theſe two fruits of the Spirit are included every 


(a) Rev. xvili. 4. (5) John xvii, 14. (c) Iſa. viii. 16. 
other. 
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other. But it muſt be remembered that they are 
blind in part; for no man knoweth the heart of an- 
other, but Gop alone. Minifters are often deceived 
in their hearers; and it 1s very common in theſe days, 
as well as in ancient times, for people to be peculiarly 
fond of their approbation (a), eſpecially if he be a 
godly one (for the arranteſt hypocrite can tell the 
difference) : with his kind word, or kind look, they 
will often ſet themſelves down for ſaved. This is 
living upon the fat of the ox; but it is not ſubſiſting 
upon your own fat. Paul chided them ſharply 
for it; Was I crucified for you? or was you baptized in 
my name; ſaid he: No; ſome of you would have 
plucked out your eyes for me; but when I came to 
diſcern you, then you became my enemies for telling 
the truth, The Prophet Ezekiel was peſtered with 
a number of theſe goſpel leeches (5), that cry, Give, 
give: and Gop compares them to four inſatiable 
things; namely, the grave, the barren womb, the 
thirſty earth, and the fire, Solomon declares a good 
man (that is, a man poſſeſſed of Gop's good Spirit) 
ſhall be ſatisfied from himſelf, and not from an- 
other (c). | 


Ze. ſhall eat no manner of fat of ox. -A Chriſtian often 
partakes of their grace; but if he had neither faith of 
his own to receive, nor love to digeſt it, how could 


(a) Prov. xxix. 26. (5) Ezek, XXxlil, 31, 32. 
(c) Prov. xiv. 14. and Gal. vi. 4. 
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he be the better for the grace of another? The ſheep _ 
that is mentioned here is a Chriſtian likewiſe, and one 
of thoſe that are to be ſet on the right hand of 
Car1sT. Paul calls them helps to the church; but 
we are not to live upon their fat. We are alſo for- 
bid to eat the fat of a goat; The goats are no fa- 
vourites with Gop; they are to be ſet on his left 
hand, and are to depart into everlaſting fire: and 
even ſome of theſe have a comely part, King Saul 
was admired for the goodlineſs of his perſon ; he was 
a tall and well-proportioned man : but his goodly 
carcaſe was once (through fear) obliged to proſtrate 
itſelf at the feet of the witch of Endor. Oh! what 
indignity was this to the king of Iſrael! Abſalom 
was almoſt deified by the vulgar for the fweetneſs of 
his ſpeech; ſo that the poor old king his father had 
well nigh loſt both his crown and his life (a). The 
beauty of Abſalom's face was uncommon, and the 
fineneſs of his locks peculiar to himſelf; but he 
dicd in youth, and his life was among the unclean : , 
his dying bed was not a regal one; for he expired % 
in a ſolitary wood, and his fine hair was his own 

executioner. The bloody king Agag was exceed- 

ingly beloved by king Saul (and no wonder ; for 

birds of a feather will flock together); for he would 

ſpare his life, though Gop commanded him to be 

ſlain, But Samuel ordered him to be brought 
forth; and Agag had taken a deal of pains that 


l (a) 2 Sam, xv. 4. 6. 


day 
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day to dreſs himſelf; and he came unto Samuel 
delicately ; thinking, no doubt, that the poor unpo- 
tfhed Prophet would either be ſtartled at his glitter- 
ing ornaments and purple robes, or moved to com- 
paſſion with fo elegant a figure: for he. ſaid to him- 
ſelf, Surely the bitterneſs of death is paſt | but he was 
miſtaken; for Samuel was as delicate as himfelf, 
and could not make a meal upon a fine coat; he 
hewed him in pieces before the Lond (a). Jezebel 
had her fleſhly excellence alſo; and it lay in the 
attire of her head, and in a fair complexion z for 
as her huſband was dead, and Jehu was ſoon to be 
king, I ſuppoſe ſhe wanted to captivate him with 
the elegance of her dreſs, and by that means get 
both a huſband and a crown- again, Therefore as 
foon as ſhe heard that this military gentleman was 
come to Jezreel, ſhe painted her face, and tired 
her head, and faluted him out at a window: but 
Jehu was a miniſter of juſtice, to put an end to her 
wretched life; and he regarded neither cap nor 
face, but ordered the eunuchs of the ſeraglio to 
throw her down; they did ſo; and the houſe 
dogs made a meal upon their miſtreſs (5). The 
unbelieving lord had ſomething pertaining to him 
which was very pleaſing to the ambitious, and that 
was a title, By the king's leaning upon his arm 
(which is efteemed a great honour), I ſuppoſe he 
was principal confident, and prime miniſter. But 


(a) 1 Sam. xv. 32, 33» (5) 2 Kings ix. 30. 36. 
E 2 alas ! 
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alas! when the ſound of plenty rung through the 
city (for there had been a grievous famine), the 
rude .populace regarded not his lordſhip, but trode 
him to death in the city gate; that the word of 
Gop might be fulfilled which he ſpake dy the 


Prophet Eliſha (a). 


It may poſſibly ſeem ſtrange, but the devil 
himſelf is ſaid to have a comely proportion; 
which Gop in his infinite mercy has promiſed not 
to conceal, but to make it known to his ele (3). 
And we, ſays Paul, are not ignorant of Satan's de- 
But the world cannot fay ſo; for he has 
His comely proportion is to 
perſonate an angel of light; this ſnare is to en- 
trap religious hypocrites: they drink deep of the 
deluſion, and bear his image, and really appear 
what they are not. The ambitious prefer his pride, 


and eſteem that more lovely than any thing elſe : 


the blood-thirſty cleave cloſe to his inſenſibility, 
and the learned to the wiſdom of the ſerpent : 


the covetous prefer his ſelf-love; and the enter- 


prifing thief his ſubtilty, Theſe are ſome of the 


| Parts, powers, and comely ah AA of the god 


of this world. 


(a) 2 Kings vii. 19, 20. (6) Job xli. 12, 
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VERSE 24. 


The fat of the beaſt that dieth of itſelf, and the fat 
of that which is torn with beaſts, may be uſed in any 
other useE; but ye ſhall in no wiſe eat of it. —Theſe 
beaſts are ſinners (a) that die under the curſe of Gop, 
and the weight of their own guilt; and though Gop 
has declared that we have all deſtroyed ourſelves, 
yet it is his will -that-a few ſhall find grace, through 
the redemption that is in CayrisT, I have faid, 
That the fat doth ſignify the ſpirit of a Chriſtian, 
which is called the candle of the Lord: and David 
ſays, The LoRD will light my candle; the LorD 
my Gob will enlighten my darkneſs, The ſpirit of a 
ſinner is alſo called a candle: and Job ſays, How oft 
is the candle of the wicked put out! Gop himſelf is 
the light of a Chriſtian : he is the light that lightens 
the Gentiles, as well as the glory of his people Iſrael. 
When Gop has thus enlightened them, they are 
not put under a buſhel, No, ſays Paul, Your faith 
is ſpoken of throughout the worldz the amazing change 
is blazed abroad. The ſpirit of a ſinner is ſet on 
fire alſo, but it is from hell (5); and the flame that 
iſſues from the mouth of Satan lights it (c). But 
CnarrsT calleth this light darkneſs We ſhould 
never know what ſpirit they were of, if they did 


(a) Eocleſ. iii. 21. (5) James iii. 6+ 
(c) Job xli. 21. 
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not hang out their ſigns; and it is by their fruits 


that we know them, We muſt have no fellowſhip 


with them: if they die in their fins we are neither to 
pity nor mourn for them, how bright ſoever their ac- 
compliſhments might have been. 


Them that are torn with beaſts, I believe, are thoſe 
who die mad; and they tre torn in various man- 
ners now, as in the days of CarrsT; ſome rage 
vehemently, while others droop with melancholy : 
bat the devils are the beaſts who poſſeſs and tear 
them. Gob has forbid any ſorrow for theſe; and all 
the ſe we may make of their ſpirits is, to take warn- 
ing by their fall--be more thankful for our eſcape 
and acquieſce with God in his judgments (a). 


VERSE 26. 


Moreover, ye ſhall eat no manner of BLOOD of fowl, or 
of beaſt, —Chriſtians are called fowls of heaven; as 
eagles, doves, Cc. eagles, becauſe they are ſwift to 
hear the word of Gop : they dwell on high ; and their 
ſpiritual youth is renewed like the eagle; they ſuck 
up blood; that is, if they eat not the fleſh and drink 
not the blood of the Son of Gop by faith, they have 
no life in them (5). They alſo are ravenous for the 
ſupper which Gop has promiſed to make of his and 
their enemies (c). They are called doves, becauſe 


(a) Rev, xvi. 5. () John vi. 53. 
(c) Rev, vi. 10. and Rev, xix. 17, 18. 
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of their timidity : they work out their own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling : they mourn under the abſence 


of their LorD, as the dove for the loſs of its mate; 
but are oftentimes as filly (a). 


The blood is the life (3); and to attempt to,cruſh 
or devour the divine life that is ſeen on a Chriſtian, 
is abominable in the ſight of Gop. In this cafe, he 
will have eye for eye, tooth for tooth, blood for 
blood, and burning for burning. The Apoſtle Paul 
knew much of his terrors for ſo doing. The perſe- 
cutor ſays, Let us ſwallow them up alive as the 
grave. The oppreſſor beats them to pieces; and 
he is called a churner (c); not knowing that he is 
making butter for the Loxp to eat (d); therefore no 
thanks to him. The white waſhed Phariſees are 
called a noſe; they ſnuff at the Branch at the offer- 
ings of Gop—and puff at the poor Chriſtian — 
thinking to blow his candle out, becauſe they hate 
the light. But the noſe of Jzsvs pierceth through 
ſnares; for who can deceive him? and he vows hell 
never ſmell in their ſolemn aſſemblies (e). The er- 
roneous monſter (F) is called a fowler; and buſy 
enough he is with his nets and traps to entangle the 
fowls of heaven; not conſiderigg that no hurt can 
befal the man on whom is Gop's mark (g): fo he 


(a) Hoſ. vii. 11. (3) Levit. xvii. 11. 
(e) Prov. xxx. 33. (4) Iſa. vii. Ig, 15. 
(e) Amos v. 21. (F) Rev. ix. 7. 10. 


C]) Rev. vii. 3. 
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labours in the fire, and wearies himſelf for very 
vanity. But the adamantine hypocrite is indefati- 
gable (a), and will purſue them through all the 
thouſands of Judah (4); and this is to fulfil the 
word of the Lok: Let both grow together (ſaith he) 
until the harveſt ; and in the time of harveſt I will ſay to 
the reapers, Gather ye together firſt the tares, and bind 
them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.—Here is the patience and the faith of ihe 
ſaints (c). But he that leads a Chriſtian into captivicy 
(or ſpiritual bondage) muſt go into captivity himſelf ; 
and if he will kill their comforts with the ſword (4), 
he muſt alſo be killed with the ſword. 


VERSE 30. 


The breaſt may be waved for a wave-offering before the 
Lorp.—I take this to be a ſorrowful oblation ; and 
the ALMIGHTY often accepts of them inſtead of peace 
and praiſe. Our dear Redeemer once ſaid to his 
diſciples, Let net your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid. And again, Be ye not of a forrowful 
countenance: (ſweetly intimating, that we have no 
cauſe, except his bleſſed face be hid ; and. then, ſaith 
he, ye ſhall have ſorrow : but I will ſee you again, and 
your hearts ſhall rejoice. He well knows that the light 
of his countenance will eclipſe all ſadneſs, and that 


(a) Ezek. iii. 7» 8, 9. (5) I Sam, XX111, 23. 
(e) Rev. xiii, 10. (4) Pal. xxxvii. 14, 15. 
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E 
his abſence is worſe than temporal death to the ſoul 
he hath ever ſhined upon. | 


The wave-breaft ſeems to be a ſoul reeling to and 
fro in a time of trouble, and is, as David ſays, af its 
wits end, But whether it be through ſpiritual or 
temporal perplexities, it may be brought before the 
Lox ; and this infinite privilege is peculiar to be- 
lievers. A man in whom is no faith will run to a 
friend, to a miniſter, to a fortune-teller, or any one 
but to Goo But this is not the caſe with a Chriſtian ; 
he will go to Gop firſt ; and by honouring the Lorp 
with his confidence, it often happens that a friend 
and comforter is ſent to him. O! could we but give 
the ALMicaTY more faith, how eaſy would our out- 
ward afflictions appear! But alas! it ſeems the moſt 
difficult thing in life to do as Moſes commanded the 
Iſraelites, that is, Stand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of 
Gop. The ſcriptures often compare believers to 
children, for various reaſons ; and very like the type 
they are; for let Gop ſpeak the ſame thing to them 
a thouſand times, and a thouſand times they will 
be ſure to forget it. Tell a lively boy to ſtand ſtill, 
and he may obey for a minute or two; but keep his 
hands and feet out of. action if you can. They will 
be meddling, as Solomon fays : but fretting and con- 
triving will never add a cubit to our ſtature, Happy 
is the ſoul whoſe chief employment in theſe times is 
to look, pray, wait, and expect deliverance from 
him who cannot 5 for he hath ſaid, Call upon me in 


11 the 


m— 


C74) 


the dey of trouble ; I will deliver thee, and thou ſpat 
glorify me. This is to bear the croſs like a 
yaliant man indeed: this is to glorify Gop in the 
fires, 


When we are thus compaſſed about with diſtreſſes, 
the Loxp has commanded us to bring the offering 
with our own hands. —It is to teach us, that truſting 
to the prayers of miniſters or Chriſtians, except we 
alſo perſeyere in prayer ourſelves, is not the way to 
be patient under it, or delivered from it. Our moſt 
merciful and compaſſianate High-prieſt has conde- 
ſcended to accept of. this for himſelf, who was 4 
man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief; and for 
our unſpeakable comfort, we till feel the ſounding 
of his bowels towards us, Moſes might well exclaim 
and ſay, What nation is there ſo great, who bath Gov ſo 
nigb unto them, as the LORD our GoD is in all things 4 


we call upon him for. 


The ſons of the prieſt were to partake of the 
wave - reaſt; — and this may teach us, that the ſons of 
God, thoſe who are Chriſtians indeed, will ſympa- 
thize with and comfort their diſtreſſed brethren (a). 
They, and only they, can bear their burdens, and ſo 
fulfil the law of ChRIST. . 


(a) Lev. vii. 31. 
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Vznxsz 32. 


And the right ſhoulder ſhall ye give unto the prieft for 
an heave-offering.— This is another privilege peculiar 
to believers, and is almoſt ſimilar to the laſt I have 
mentioned. I believe it means no more than a ſoul. 
weary and heavy laden with divers afflictions; and the 
bleſſing enjoined by Gop is, that we heave or caſt 
our burdens upon him: he has promiſed to ſuſtain 
both the burden and the burden-bearer; and this is 
to ſhew us our own weakneſs—where our great 
ſtrength lieth—and the infinite worth of Almighty 
power. David and others have often complained of 
being bowed down; ſome through the oppreſſion of 
the wicked ; ſome with divers temptations ; ſome with 
daily infirmities ; and others with the wrath of Gop 
and a guilty conſcience; and this is the heavieſt of 
them all. Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, ſaith the 
Pſalmiſt, and thou haſt affliied me with all thy waves. 
But in this reſpect we have no right to murmur ; for 
as the guiltleſs Saviour drank it to exceſs for our fins, 
ſo believers muſt taſte of the ſame cup; and he de- 
clares they ſhall, ſooner or later. There is a com- 
fort even here, which is, that having once taſted it, 
we may bid adieu to a ſecond draught. Therefore 
hear now this, thou afflidted and drunken, but not with: 
wine; thus ſaith the LokD, the LokD and thy Gon, 
that pleadeth the cauſe of his people, Behold! I have 
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the 
dregs of the cup of my fury: thou ſhalt no more drink 
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it again (a). If we go mourning and fretting under 
our burdens, we make no uſe of the ſhoulder of our 
dear Redeemer, upon which is the government of 
all things in heaven and in earth; and this is to 
live more like the world, who have no Gop to go 
to, than like ſons and daughters of the Loxu Gon 
ALMIGHTY, | | 


NUMBERS, 


CHAP. xviji. VERSE 32. 


And ye ſball bear no fin by reaſon of it, when ye have 
heaved from it the beſt of it, —It is no ſin to be 
afflicted; nor was Job chaſtened becauſe he was 
wickeder than his three friends, but better approved 
of than either of them. Gop corrected him that his 
grace might ſhine the brighter, and he be a happy 
partaker of his holineſs: for if the rod is ſpared the 
ſon is hated; and this we may depend upon. I 
think of all the friends that ever pretended to com- 
fort, poor Job's were the moſt hard-hearted, and 
the moſt inſenſible. What words were thoſe to 
ſoothe a troubled ſoul that dropped from the mouth 


(a) Iſaiah li. 17. 21, 22. 
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of Bildad in the eighteenth chapter! Job calls it 
breaking him in pieces: and, O!] ſaid he, 1 alf 
could ſpeak as you do, if your foul were in my ſoul's 
ſtead: but be ye afraid of the ſword (for ye have 
never felt it yet). Another throws this taunt in his 

face, Our ſubſtance is not cut down. No; I ſuppoſe 
you took care of ſelf, Eliphaz. David was not 
hunted up and down like a partridge upon the moun- 
tains becauſe Saul was better beloved than he: Oh 
no! but that Saul might fill up the meaſure of his inĩ- 
quity, and David be poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a 


palace. 


The beſt of theſe ſorrowful offerings is to be heaved 
to the LoxD.—lI take the beſt of it to be the faith 
and patience we exerciſe under them. When the 
Lokp has received theſe, we may be ſure of a 
glorious iſſue; for patience muſt have her perfect 
work, Thus Gop is exalted before he has mercy 
upon, us; and we reap the peaceable fruit of 
righteouſneſs, ſays Paul. Moſes declares that this 
effort of faith and patience ſhall be reckoned unto us 
as though it were the corn of the threſhing floor, and 
as the fulneſs of the wine preſs (a). It is poſſible 
to rejoice in Gop when all earthly reſources are 
cut off; for, ſays Habbakuk, Although the fig-tree 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines; 


(a) Numb. xviii. 27. 
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the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the flelds a 
yield no meat; the flocks ſhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there be no herd in the ſtalls : yet F will re- 
Joice in the LorD; I will joy in the God of my ſalva» 
tion. | 


